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FROM THE METHODIST MAGAZINE. 
Extract of a letter from John Johnston, Esq. Agent for Indian Affairs, 
‘5 to Bishop M*Kendree, dated 
Upper-Sandusky, Aug. 28, 1823. 


Sir:—I have just closed a visit of several days, in attending to 
the state of the Indians at this place, & have had frequent opportuni- 
ties of examining the progress and condition of the School and Mis- 
sion, under the management of the Rev. James B. Finley. The 
buildings and improvements of the establishment, are substantial and 
extensive; and do ‘this gentleman great credit. The farm is under 


excellent fence, and in fine order; comprising about one hundred and - 


forty acres, in pasture, corn and vegetables, There are about fifty 
acres in corn, which, from present appearances, will yield three 
thousand bushels. It is by much the finest crop! have seen this 
year—has been well worked, and is clear of grass and weeds. There 
are twelve acres in potatoes, cabbages, turnips and garden. SSx- 
ty children belong to the school, of which number fifty-one are In- 
dians. These children are boarded and lodged at the Mission- 
House. They are orderly anc attentiye; comprising every class, 
from the alphabet to readers in the Bible. I am told by the teach- 
er, that they are apt in learning, and that he is entirely satisfied with 
the progress they have made. They attend with the family regu- 
larly to the duties of religion —The Meeting-House, on the Sab- 
bath, is numerously and devoutly attended. A better congregation 
in behaviour, | have not beheld: and I believe there can be go doubt, 
‘that there are very many persons, of both sexes, in the Wyandot 
nation, who have experienced tke saving effects of the Gospel up- 
on their minds. Many of the Indians, are now settling on farms, 

and have comfortable houses and large fields. A spirit of order, 
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industry and improvement, appears to prevail, with that part of the 
nation winich has embraced christianity; and this constitutes a full 
half of the whole pepulation. 

I do not pretend to offer any opinion here, on the practicability 
of civilizing the Indians under the present arrangements of the go- 
vernment :—But, having spent a considerable portion of my life, in 
‘managing this description of peopleyl am free to declare, that the 
prospect of success here is greaterthan I -have ever before witnessed 
—that ‘this mission is ably and faithfully conducted, and has the 
strongest claims upon the countenance aad suppert of the, Methodist 
‘Church, as well as the Christian public at large. 

Jam authorised and requested, by this nation in council, te pre- 
sent to the Conference, and through them, to the members of the 
Church, their thanks for the aid and assistance rendered unto them, 
by the Mission-Family,in their spiritual and temporal affairs. From 
personal observation, together with the opinion of the sub-agent and 
interpreters, I am-induced to request, that the Conference will be 
pleased to-continue Mr. Finley and family in the superintendence 
-of the School and Mission. Let it not be believed, tha’ [ make this 
request, from any partiality,favour or affection. It arises from a con- 
vietion of his qualifications for the duty. 

fam, &c. &c. 
JCHN JOUNSTON, 
Agent for Indian Affairs. 


Speech of the Rev. Joseph Hughes at the Annual Meeting 
of the Methodist Missionary Soctety, May 5, 1823. 


The Rev Joseru Hucues, one of the Secretaries of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, proposed the first reso- 
lution, and spoke'as follows: | 

That it is both proper and important to encourage mis- 
sionary institutions, may, at this period of their progress, 
and after our attention has been drawn to such a satisfac- 
tory and interesting Report, be assumed as a position 
which needs no further establishment. If, however, it 
were still thought requisite to re-state the arguments and 
the motives which bear on this solemn, this delightful 
subject, one might, in the performance of a task so easy, 
observe that we are born and bound to do good; that the 
good contemplated by” missionary institutions is of the 
most exalted kind, and endures forever; that, while prose- 
cuting their objects, we imitate the apostles, obey the 
Lord of the apostles, and. move in the train of inspired 
promises; that afearfully large portion of neglected time 
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has already elapsed; that the toil and wealth already ex- 
pended have been amply recompensed; and, finally, that: 
pledges without number are deposited ‘by us, which Ma- 
hometans and heathens, and our fellow Christians, and our 
consciences, and our Savior, command us to redeem. 
Waving the illustration of these facts, I am influenced by 
the felicitous and most welcome (but till of late peculiar, 
if not unparalleled) circumstances which now surround 
me, to ofler a few remarks on the intermingling of several 
religious denominations in the public advocacy of a mis- 
sionary institution bearing the name, and conducted by 
the members of one denominotion. ‘This growing prac- 
tice ought, in my humble judgment, to be promoted, to 
the utmost limit which a system of enlightened expedien- 
cy, and ajust reference to our respective ecclesiastical 
engagements will allow. 

Thus, without any unhallowed compromise, we exhibit 
theclogical sentiments ona well-graduated scale, subor- 
dinating the less to the greater, and demonstrating’ that 
the points, vespecting which all Christians. differ, are not 
worthy to be compared with those respecting which they 
cordially agree. Thus, too, we seal a bond which en- 
hances all other obligations to exemplify elsewhere the 
candor professed within these walls. We virtually say, 
‘Nothing opposite to the temper so sweetly cherished 
here, shall, as far as we are concerned, escape from the 
parlor, the pulpit, or the press; if we must occasionally 
touch a controverted question, we will do it witha gentle 
hand, and whatever may be determined relative to the 
state of our judgments, there shall be but one opinion reha 
tive to the state of our hearts.’ 


Our conduct, this day, places an edifving spectacle be- 
fore carping infidels, and rigid Christians;—showing the 
former, that diversified modes of worship.and church gov- 
ernieni, and clashing interpretations of certain passages 
contained in the comprehensive, ancient, and partly mys- 
terious books which we call the Bible, comport with sub- 
stantial union; and reminding the latter, that, when the 
disciples of the same heavenly teacher, associate as far as 
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they can, and separate only where they must, much more 
benefit'accrues to the common cause than it is possible 
to fetch out of the perpetual exhibition of Christianity in 
all the fractional varieties of distinct and often rival com- 
munions. 

Nor ought we to forget, that the transactions of socie- 
ties at home are made known abroad, and operate as ex- 
amples there. Let the employers of missionaries become 
envious, encroaching, proselyting controversialists; then 
will missionaries themselves be likely to receive the infec- 
tion, end transmit it from station-to station, and from age 
toage. Let us, on the contrary, who send forth those 
self-denying and indefatigable laborers, maintain, in our 
references, and behaviour to each other, frankness, mild- 
ness and magnanimity; then will it be easy, and, I had al- 
most said, necessary, for missionaries, from whatever dis- 
trict of the universal church they proceed, to invest their 
mutual intercourse and dealings with the attractive and 
beneficial charm of these Christian virtues. 

When we come thus peaceably and harmoniously to- 
eether, we evince a fuller accordance in doctrine than we 
had previously been aware of; nor can we reasonably 
donbt, that, by the habit of periodically exchanging these 
friendly visits, we shall, in part, anticipate the felicities of 
that day in which the watchmen of Zion shall see eye to 
eye, and all invidious partitions be removed, and the com- 
munion of saiats be realized, as weil as spoken of, in 
every sanctaary throughout the whole extent of the chris- 
tian world. Even now we learn, in these new and hap- 
py Connexions, to supply some defects in our-theological 
education; and, instead of speaking like those who seem 
resolved to be technical, sectarian, and particular, we are 
making a hopeful essay towards the adoption of a phrase- 
ology pure, catholic, and free, as the spirit by which we 


trust a these great assemblies are more and more ani- 
mated. 


Here, I may add, we teader ingenuous congratulations 
on the occurrence of glorious events which, under the di- 
vine blessing, have resulted from an agency not immedi 
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ately ourown. Many, for example, of those who are Iis- 
tening to this address, are not enrolled among the Wesley- 
an Methodists; but may I not aver, that we ail rejoice in 
what these our esteemed brethren have been enabled to 
effect, through the medium of that missionary institution 
which they more especially support 2 

Allow me to say, in conclusion, that we may with per- 
fect consistency accept congratulations as well as tender 
them: for, some of us who belong to other religious de- 
nominations are members of the Wesleyan-Methodist 
Missionary Society; some will, at least, this day, stand 
forth, as 1 have been permitted to do, willingly pleading 
on behalf of that excellent cause. But, whether we be- 
stow money, or make public appeals, or only swell such 
immense assemblies by our attendance, provided our 
hearts go with these indications of good will, and all be 
accompanied with fervent prayers, we connect ourselves 
with the most strenuous efforts and with the most brilliant 
successes of this Society; we become identified with its 
interests and its honor; we are entitled to say, ‘These are 
the triumphs with which it has pleased God to adorn our 
society; and we will not cease to exult gratefully in the 
recollection of having contributed, through such a medium, 
towards the attainment of an end the noblest that ever 
awakened the desires of men, or ever employed the ener- 


gies of God. 


3 See 


SINGULAR CONVICTION. 


A young man in the city of Norwich, of about eighteen 
years of age, was walking one morning, with a party of 
other young men, who had all agreed for that day to make 
a holiday. The first object that attracted their attention 
was an old woman, who pretended to tell fortunes. They 
immediately employed her to tell theirs, and that they 
might fully qualify her for their undertaking, first made 
her thoroughly intoxicated with spirituous liquor. The 
young man of whom mention was first made, was inform- 
ed, among other things, that he would live to a very old 
age, and see his children,grand-ehildren, and great grand- 
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children, growing up around him. Though he had as- 
sisted in qualifying the old woman for the fraud by in- 
toxicating her, yet, he had credulity enough to be struck 
with these parts of her predictions which related to him- 
self. ‘And so,” quoth he, when alone, “I am to see chil- 
dren, grand-children, and great grand-children! At that 
age I must be a burden to the young people. What shall 
Ido? ‘There is no way for an old man to render himself 
more agreeable to youth, than by sitting and telling them 
pleasant and profitable stories. I will then thought he, 
dyring my youth, endeavor to store my mind with all kinds 
of knowledge. I will see and hear, and note down every 
thing that is rare & wonderful, that I may sit, when inca- 
pable of other employment, and entertain my descendants. 
Thus shall my company be rendered pleasant, and I shall 
be respected rather than neglected in old age. Let me 
see what I can acquire first? O! here is the famous me- 
thodist preacher, Whitefield; he is to preach, they say, to- 
night. I will go and hear him.” 


From these strange motives the young man Jeclared 
he went to hear Mr. Whitefield. He preached that eve- 
ning from Matthew it. 7. “But when he saw many of the 
pharisees and sadducees come to his baptism, he said un- 
to them, O, generation of vipers, who hath warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come?”—‘“Mr. Whitefield,” 
said the young man, “described the sadducean character; 
this did not touch me. I thought myself as goed a chris- 
tiaa as any man in England. From this he went to that 
of the pharisees. He described their exterior decency, 
but observed that the poison of the viper rankled in their 
hearts. Thisrather shook me. At length in the course 
of his sermon, he abruptly broke off; paused for a few 
moments ; then burst into a flood of tears; lifted up his 
hands andeyes, and exclaimed, “O my hearers! Zhe 
wrath’s to come! the wrath’s to come? These words 
sunk into my heart, like lead in the waters. 1 wept, and 
when the sermon was ended, retired alone. For days & 
weeks I could think of little else. Those awful words 
would follow me, wherever I went, “ The wrath’s to come! 
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the wrath’ssto come!” The issue was, that the young 
man, soon after, made a public profession of religion, and 
in a little time became a considerable preacher. He him- 
self related the foregoing circumstance a few years since, 
to the Rev. Andrew Fuller, of Kettering. 
—x > 
PULPIT ELOQUENCE, 

If there be extant among us any traces of ancient and 
energetic Eloquence, which is nothing else than the ori- 
ginal voice of nature, it is among the missionaries, and in 
the country, where we must seek for examples. ‘There, 
some apostolic men, endowed with a vigorous and bold 
imagination, know no other success than convesions, no 
other applauses than tears.* Often devoid of taste, they 
descend, I confess, to burlesque details; but they forcibly 
strike the senses; their threatenings impress terror; the 
people listen to them with profit; many among them have 
sublime strokes; and an Orator doth not hear them 
without advantage, when he is skilful in observing the im- 
portant effects of his art. 

M. Bripaine, the man, who, in the present age, is 
the most justly celebrated in this way, was born with a 
popular Eloquence, abounding with metaphorical and 
striking expressions; and no one ever possessed, in a high- 
er degree, the rare talent of arresting the attentioa of an 
assembled multitude. 

He had so fine a voice, as to render credible ali the 
wonders which history relates of the declamation of the 
ancients, for he was as easily heard by ten thousand in 
the open fields, as if he had spoken under the most re- 
sounding arch. In all he said, there were observable un- 
expected strokes of Oratory, the boldest metaphors, 
thoughts sudden, new, and striking, all the marks of a 
rich imagination, some passages, sometimes even whole 





*“The best applause,” says Dr. Brain, “which a preacher can 
receive, arises from the serious and deep impressions, which his dis- 
course leaves on those who hear it. The finest encomium, perheps, 
ever bestowed on a preacher, was given by Louis XIV. to the elo- 
quent Bishop of Clermont (Massillon.”) Buain’s lectures, vol. ul. p. 
125, 126, 
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discourses, cemposed with care,and written with an equal 
combination of taste and animation. 

I remember to have heard him deliver the introduction 
of the firgs discourse which he preached in the Church of 
St. Sulpice, in 1751. The first company in the capital 
went, out of curiosity to hear him. 

Bridaine perceived among the congregation many Bish- 
ops, and persons of the first rank, as well as a vast num- 
ber of eclesiastics. This sight, far from intimidating, sug- 
gested to him the following exordium, so far at least as 
my miemory remains, of a passage, with which I have 
been always sensibly affected, and, which, perhaps, will 

not appear unworthy of Bossuet, or Demosthenes. 

“At the sight of an Auditory so new to me, methinks, 
my brethren, I ought only to open my mouth to solicit 
your favour in behalf of a poor missionary, destitute of 
all those talents which you require of those who speak to 
you about your salvation. Nevertheless, I experience to- 
day, a feeling very different. And, if lam cast down, 
Suspect me not of being depressed by the wretched un- 
easiness occasioned by vanity, as if I were accustomed to 
preach myself. God forbid that a minister of Heaven 
should ever suppose he needed an excuse with you! for, 
whoever ye may he, ye are all of you sinners like myself. 
It is before your God and mine, that I feel myself impell- 
ed at this moment to strike my breast. 


“Until now, [have proclaimed the righteousness of the 
Most High in Churches covered with thatch. I have 
preached the rigors of penancé to the unfortunate who 
wanted bread. Ihave declared to the good inhabitants 
of the country the most awful truths of my religion. Un- 
happy man! what have I done? I have made sad the poor, 
the best friends of my God! I have conveyed terror and 
etief into those te and honest souls, whom I ought to 
have pitied and consoled! It is here only where F behold 
the great, the rich, the oppressors of suffering humanity, 
or sinners daring and hardened. Ah! itis here only where 

the sacred word should be made to resound with all the 
Force of its thunder; and where I should place with me in 
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this pulpit, on the one side, Death which threatens you, 
and on the other, my great God, who is about to judge 
you. [hold to-day your sentence in my hand. ‘Trem- 
ble then in my presence, ye proud and disdainful men who 
hear me! ‘The necessity of salvation, the certainty of 
death, the uncertainty of that hour, soterrifying to you, 
final impenitence, the last judgment, the number of the 
elect, hell, and above all, Eternity! Eternity! ‘These are 
the subjects upon which I am come to’ discourse, and 
which I ought, doubtless, to have reserved for you alone. 
Ah! what need have I of your commendation, which, per- 
haps, might damn me, without saving you2 God is a- 
bout to rouse you, while his unworthy minister speaks to 
you! for I have had a long experience of his mercies.— 
Penetrated with a detestation of your past iniquities, and 
shedding tears of sorrow and repentance, you will, then, 
throw yourselves into my arms; and, by this remorse, 
you will prove that Iam sufficiently eloquent,” 

Who doth not, by this time,. perceive how much this 
Eloquence excels the frigid and miserable pretensions of 
modern wit? In apologizing, sc te speak, for having 
preached upon hell in the villages, Bridaine boldly assu- 
med al) the authority over his auditory, which belonged 
¢o his office,and prepared their hearts for the awful truths, 
which he intended to announce. This Exordium alone 
gave hima right to say every thing. Many persons still 
remember his sermion on Eternity, and the terror which 
he diflused throughout the congregation, whilst blending, 
as was usual with him, quaint comparisons with sublime 
transports, he exclaimed, ‘What foundation, my brethren 
have you for supposing vour dying day at such a dis- 
tance? Is it your youth? ‘Yes,’ you answer; ‘I am as 
yet but twenty, but thirty.’ Sirs, it is not you who are 
twenty or thirty years old, it is death which has already 
advanced twenty or thirty years towards you. Observe: 
Eternity approaches. Do you know what this Eternity 
is? Itis a pendulum whose vibration says continually, 
Always—Ever—Ever— Always—Always! In the mean 
while a reprobate cries out, ‘What o’clock isit?? And 
the same voice answers, Eternity.” 
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The thundering voice of Bridaine, added on those oc- 
casions, a new energy to his Eloquence; and the Audi- 
tory, familiarized to his language and ideas, appeared at 
such times in dismay before him. ‘The profound silence 
which reigned in the congregation, especially when he 
preached until the approach of night, was interrupted 
from time to time, and in a manner very perceptible, by 
the long and mournful sighs, which proceeded, all at once 
from every corner of the Church where he was speaking. 

Orators! ye who are wholly engrossed about your own 
reputation, fall at the feet of the apostolic man, and learn 
from a missionary, wherein true Eloquence consists.— 
The people! the people! they are the principal, and _per- 
haps, the best judges of your talents. 
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_-« FOR THE GOSPEL TRUMPET. 
DOCTRINAL LETTERS 
LETTER VII. 
Resrecrep Sir, 

In the last sheet we endeavored to ascertain a knowl- 
edge of “the benefits accruing to us, from the atonement 
in this life.” Our decision was Justification, Adoption and 
Sanctification. In this sheet we propose to shew the in- 
dispensible necessity of experiencing these great blessings 
in this life, in order to salvation. 

I. Justification. We defined this blessing, “the for- 
giving, or blotting out our past sins,” the necessity of 
which will appear as follows: 

First. By the commission of sins, and a knowledge of 
such commission, we contract a guilty conscience, which 
gives us pain. ‘This pain originates from two sources: 
the first, a knowledge of our sins; and, sécondly a knowl- 
edge of God’s displeasure: consequently we can have no 
peace, while sucha conscience remains. When we ob- 
tain the pardon of sin, it restores us to the favor of God, 
and the scriptures say his ‘favor is better than life.” 
Therefore says the apostle, “being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God.” Rom.5—1. So then we see 
anmcetion is essential to our peace here. But, 

ondly, The scriptures speak of our sins, great and 
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small, even ‘idle words” as being written in “the books.” 
Dan. 7—10° Rev. 20—12. In the day of judgement it 
is said, ‘the dead were judged out of those things written 
in the books, according to their works.’ In conformity to 
this idea justification is called ‘a blotting out our sins.’ 
Then those who are not pardoned in this life, will appear 
before the great Judge, and their sins will stand charged to 
their account, and uncancelled; as the account of the mer- 
chant, not discharged, stands against the debtor: Then 
indeed shall it be said ‘‘cast him into prison until he shall 
pay the utmost farthing.” But when will this be? Oh! 
never let us resolve this question by experience. 

Thirdly. As our sins created the displeasure of the 
Almighty, so the blotting of them out restores his favor to 
us. ‘Therefore by justification we stand innocent before 
him, with respect toguilt. ‘The necessity of it in this life 
is argued from the impossibility of obtaining it after death. 
Because no actions are subjects of parden, or punishment, 
but those committed in the bady; and these only to be. 
pardoned by faith in the atonement, But this atonement 
can last no longer than the intercession of Jesus Christ. 
But Jesus Christ cannot bea judge, and an intercessor at 
the same time. The scriptures afirm him our Judge in 
the ‘great day of dread decision, and despair: consequent- 
ly there is no intercession, and if io intercession, ne atene- 
ment; and if no atonement, ‘there remaineth no more sae- 
rifice for sin,’ Heb. 10. But without a sacrifice God 
pardons not; for says the apostle ‘without the shedding of 
blood there is no remission of sin; consequently no man 
can receive a pardon after death. Thus as our Redee- 
mer hath said, ‘ye shsll die in your sins, and where I am 
ye never shall come.’ ' 

II. Adoption. This blessing is more generally term; 
ed regeneration; which signifies, literally, ‘to be born a- 
gayn.’ The necessity ef which appears as follows: 

Ist. In the 3d of John, our Redeemer has asserted: 
twice, ‘except ve be born again, ye cannot enter into the 
kingdom ot heaven.’ His bare assertion should be suff- 
cient. Buthe adds the reason why; ‘that which 1s bora 
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of the flesh, is flesh; that which 1s born of the spirit is spi- 
rit ¢ To be born of the spirit is to be regenerated, and 
the man thus born, partakes as positively of the nature of 
the Spirit, as a natural child partakes of the nature of his 
natural father. It is essential to our salvation that we 
are spiritual: but we cannot be spiritual, without being 
born of the spirit; therefore it is essential to our salvation 
that we be regenerated. : 

2d. ‘The happiness of heaven is called an inheritance. 
1. Pet. 1—4. ‘To an inheritance—reserved in heaven 
for you.? Eph.1—14, ‘The earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption ofthe purchased possession.’ The 
only ground on which a claim can be made to this inheri- 
tance is heirship. (See Rom. 8—17. Gal. 14—-7.) Now 
as the only foundation, on which a claim can be predicat- 
ed is that of being an heir; it is essential that we become 
heirs; but in order to become heirs it is essential that we 
become children; and in order to become children it is es- 
sential that we be regenerated; for regeneration alone can 
constitute us CHILDREN. ‘Therefore it is essential to 
our salvation that we experience the blessing of adoption. 
Thus says the apostie; Rom. 8—17. If children then 
heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.” 
From the above arguments we see there can be no sub- 
stitute for regeneration, Morality, on which so many peo- 
ple build their claim to heaven, will prove entirely delu- 
sive, in the great day of accounts. But whatis this mo- 
rality, of which some are so fond, as a claim to heaven? 
Morality, properly defined, is moral rectitude of conduct, 
attained to, by an habitual exercise of the powers of the 
mind, according to some given rules; and does not include 
in it the nature of regeneration. Therefore, sir, we see 
its utter inability to grant a claim to heaven; because it 
has no power to constitute any onean Acir. The follow- 
ing deduction is certainly scriptural; ‘If a man could be 
born entirely immaculate, (of fallen parents) and could 
maintain his purity through life, and die without a single 
stain, there is nosalvation for him, ‘in the redemption 
which is in Jesus,’ because a natural birth constitutes 
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him not an heir, consequently he has no claim to the z- 
heritance.’ You are ready to ask, what his condition then 
is? He could not be lost, because he isholy. He could 
net appear among ‘sinners saved by grace,’ for he was not 
saved by grace. He could not claim a station among the 
primeval Sons of glory; for his progenitors were fallen. 
He would appear a monument of singularity, and solitude 
in the very midst of millionswho enjoy society. There- 
fore let no man depend upon his morality as a claim to 
heaven. 

It is essential that it takes place in this life. For our 
regeneration is dependent upon the influences of the Holy 
Spirit; but the influences of the Holy Spirit are dependent 
upon the atonement, and intercession of Christ, (John 14— 
26.) consequently can continue no longer than that inter- 
cession. But we have shewed above the impossibility of 
Christ being a Mediator, and a Judge in the same cause. 
Now as in the world to come he is our Judge, consequent- 
ly not our mediator, and consequently no influence of the 
Spirit, & consequently no regeneration after death. ‘There- 
fore it is essential that it should take place in thes life. 

3d. Sanctification. ‘This blessing we defined ‘a mak- 
ing holy, or purging from all sin? The necessity of this 
blessing will appear from the following considerations. 

Ist. The znheritance, to which the Christian is an 
heir is called(1. Pet. 1—4.) ‘incorruptible, undefiled, 
and fadeth not away.” As the inheritance is holy, conse- 
quently the person who enjoys it must be holy also. For 
it is impossible to conceive how unholiness can delight it- 
self in holiness. 

Qd. The soeiety of heaven is holy. Now sir, you 
know that in order to be easy in company, we must be a- 
greeable, and in order to be agreeable, we must conform 
to the company. But how can an unholy person con- 
form to an immaculate assembly? It cannot be? There- 
fore to be happy in heaven, it is necessary that we be ho- 
ly. 
‘ 3d. The immaculate Jehovah is declared the Christian’s 
portion, and the happiness of heaven consists in “enjoy- 
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ing God.” (see Gen. 15.1. Rom. 8.—14. 17.) But 
how could a being, possessing any unholiness, enjoy this 
holy God? Indeed, sir, the necessity of holiness seems 
to be an intuitive idea, about which there is no contro- 
versy. But the necessity of experiencing it in this life 
has been a point of dispute. We come to demonstrate 
the necessity. 

Ist. The necessity is demonstrated from the single 
position, ‘it is impossible it should take place after death.’ 
‘this is evident from the following considerations. Ist. 
The scriptures teach there is nothing able to cleanse the 
soul but the blood of Christ: ‘Hath washed us in his own 
blood: How much more shall the blood of Christ cleanse 
our consciences—the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleans- 
eth from all sins.’ Such is the language of the scriptures 
on this subject. It has indeed been supposed that the 
Holy Ghost cleanseth: but this is certainly a mistake.— 
The scriptures affirm the Spirit the agent; and the blood 
to possess the cleansing ‘power; consequently they are 
joined together in the great work and must not be sepa- 
rated. Mr. Boileu, the Universalian champion, has built 
his whole fabric on the supposition that the ‘spirit pos- 
sesses the virtual power to cleanse.’ There is not a soli- 
tary text in the Bible, that I know of, to support this po- 
sition. The scriptures uniformly ascribe the virtue of 
cleansing to the blood; the agent which applies it is the 
spirit. Now, sir, his position being false, his whole 
scheme is consequently false also. Then, sir, as the spi- 
rit and the blood are essential to our sanctification, con- 
sequently we cannot be sanctified after death, because the 
Spirit, and the blood can have no application then, as 
we have demonstrated in the preceding part of this let- 
ter. 

But others have been inclined to think that we cannot 
be sanctified untid death. This whole scheme seems to 
carry with it an idea that death has some influence up- 

onus to render us holy. If this were not their idea, why 
not be sanctified before death. as well as at death? But 
the absurdity of this position will appear from the follow- 
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ing considerations. Ist. Death is the effect of sin: it is 
an aeknowledged principle an effect never can counteract 
and destroy its cause: consequently death can have no 
part in the destruction of sin. 2d. If death had an atten- 
dency to purify the soul, consequently this effect would 
be uniform in every instance: Then a WICKED MAN 
wouid be more holy after death, than before; which is 
acknowledged absurd. If death could have any tenden- 
cy to purify the soul, it wovld infringe on the atonement, 
and consequently claim a part of its glory; which is ac- 
knowledged absurd. Deaths called an enemy; if it had 
the salutary effect of cleansing it could not with propriety 
be thus called; because cleansing is certainly friendly to 
our peace. ‘Fhus we see that death can have no cleansing 
influence upon the soul. We have seen that after death 
there is no sanctification attainable; it remains then that 
we conclude ‘the blood of Christ alone can cleanse our 
souls.” Now, sir, as this blood is to be applied by faith, 
and we are certainly more capable of believing, when we 
are in health, and enjoy the calm exercise of our mind, 
than when we are confined to a.sick bed, and have en- 
tered the list with our mortal enemy; therefore we are 
more capable of experiencing sanctification before death, 
than when we cometodie. Surely there will be a suf- 
ficiency of care to exercise our minds in that solemn hour, 
besides the soul-engrossing concern, of preparing to die; 
we should rather seek to be prepared before the solemn 
hour shall come; und not be contented until we have felt 
the blood of the Lamb to cleanse our souls from all our 
sins. ‘This may be done spedily; even now. Yes, sir, 
we may experience, and exhibit this blessing in life, it 
shall support us in the hour of death, and shall bear us 
to heaven above; for which prays your correspondent. 


Yours in due respect 
JOHN P. DURBIN. 


They that deserve nothing, should be content with any 
thing: Sinner, What deservest thou” 
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WHO besides can man recover, 
O who else restore fo light ; 
Who but Christ, that heav’ nly kane 


: O thou, my soul, forget no’ more, 
S ‘The F riend who all thy mis’ry 
#* Whore, 








lover 
Save from everlasting night? «Si “ewery vol f forgot, 
Whe besides him ate 9 my soul, lorget Aum not. 


Save from sin’s eternal night@yap ae for thee, a body halen 


It assumes, thy fetters 
beaks, 
crane all thy dreadful debt; 
éanst thou e’er such love for- 


‘get? 


Renounce thy works and ways 
with grief, 

And fly to this most sure relief ; 

Nor him forget who left his throné 

And for thy life gave wp bis own. 


of 
Lo! that Lord, the Son of God is; 
Through him saving blessings 
flow, 
And the sinner that adores him 
Will get o’er eternal wo. 
Who besides him 
Can redeem from endless wo? 


In this world, with sin defiled, 
There is none exempt from 
blame, 
Tle who saves the world excepted, $ 
Jesus is the Saviour’s name. 
Jesus, Jesus, 
Is the mighty Saviour’s 
name, 


Infinite truth and mercy shine 

In him; and he himself 1s thine; 

And cantt thou then,with sin beset, 

Such charms, such matcbless 
charms forget? 


That dear Lord from heaven de- 
scended,. . 
_ Rebels to rede@mpke tie ; 


Ab! no, till life itself depart, 
His nameé shall cheer and warm 
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y heart 
W hosoe’er bath fait re him, my ; 
‘That’s the man that can get free. © N » And, oni this, from earth I'll 


Who but Jesus 


Can set captive sinners free? s S And join the chorus of the skies, 
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(laying found the Friend faded Ah: a all things eleg éx 
tial Ph. 4 

hen nafs __ S And perish in the general fire ; 

Therefore, O uty sow adere ; This name all others shall survive 


Savi ar : 
aay gy are none beside S And through eternity shall live. 


Vain “twill be to seek for more. *The Hindoo name for the one 
None but Jesus » God. 


(‘an aruin’d soul restore. ¢ 
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